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Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) honors the entrepreneurial spirit of 

small business concerns in the United States 
during National Small Business Week, begin-
ning April 22, 2007; 

(2) applauds the efforts and achievements 
of the owners of small business concerns and 
their employees, whose hard work and com-
mitment to excellence have made them a 
key part of the Nation’s economic vitality; 

(3) recognizes the work of the Small Busi-
ness Administration and its resource part-
ners in providing assistance to entrepreneurs 
and small business concerns; 

(4) strongly urges the President to take 
steps to ensure that— 

(A) the applicable procurement goals for 
small business concerns, including the goals 
for small business concerns owned and con-
trolled by service-disabled veterans, small 
business concerns owned and controlled by 
women, HUBZone small business concerns, 
and small business concerns owned and con-
trolled by socially and economically dis-
advantaged individuals, are reached by all 
Federal agencies; 

(B) guaranteed loans, including microloans 
and microloan technical assistance, for 
start-up and growing small business con-
cerns and venture capital are made available 
to all qualified small business concerns; 

(C) the management assistance programs 
delivered by resource partners on behalf of 
the Small Business Administration, such as 
small business development centers, wom-
en’s business centers, and the Service Corps 
of Retired Executives, are provided with the 
Federal resources necessary to do their jobs; 
and 

(D) reforms to the disaster loan program of 
the Small Business Administration are im-
plemented as quickly as possible; and 

(5) urges that, as was the case in the Presi-
dent’s budget for fiscal year 2008, the Small 
Business Administration continue to be des-
ignated as a major agency in the President’s 
budget submitted pursuant to section 1105 of 
title 31, United States Code, and that the Ad-
ministrator of the Small Business Adminis-
tration have an active role as a member of 
the President’s Cabinet. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 59TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF 
THE STATE OF ISRAEL 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of S. Res. 175. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 175) recognizing the 

59th anniversary of the independence of the 
State of Israel. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, and the motion 
to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 175) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 175 

Whereas, on May 14, 1948, the State of 
Israel was established as a sovereign and 
independent country; 

Whereas the United States was one of the 
first countries to recognize the State of 
Israel, only 11 minutes after the creation of 
the State; 

Whereas Israel has provided Jews from all 
over the world with an opportunity to rees-
tablish their ancient homeland; 

Whereas Israel is home to many religious 
sites that are sacred to Judaism, Christi-
anity, and Islam; 

Whereas Israel provided a refuge to Jews 
who survived the horrors of the Holocaust, 
which were unprecedented in human history; 

Whereas Israel has also provided a refuge 
to, and has successfully absorbed, more than 
800,000 Jewish refugees who fled persecution 
in neighboring states in the Middle East; 

Whereas the people of Israel have estab-
lished a pluralistic democracy that incor-
porates the freedoms cherished by the people 
of the United States, including— 

(1) the freedom of speech; 
(2) the freedom of religion; 
(3) the freedom of association; 
(4) the freedom of the press; and 
(5) government by the consent of the gov-

erned; 
Whereas Israel continues to serve as a 

shining model of democratic values by— 
(1) regularly holding free and fair elec-

tions; 
(2) promoting the free exchange of ideas; 

and 
(3) vigorously exercising in its parliament, 

the Knesset, a democratic government that 
is fully representative of its citizens; 

Whereas Israel has bravely defended itself 
from terrorist and military attacks repeat-
edly since Israel declared its independence; 

Whereas the Government of Israel has suc-
cessfully worked with the neighboring gov-
ernments of Egypt and Jordan to establish 
peaceful bilateral relations; 

Whereas, despite the deaths of over 1,000 
innocent citizens of Israel at the hands of 
murderous suicide bombers and other terror-
ists since 2002, the people of Israel continue 
to seek peace with their Palestinian neigh-
bors; 

Whereas several Israeli soldiers remain 
hostages of terrorist groups, and were unable 
to celebrate the Independence Day of Israel 
with their families and friends; 

Whereas successive leaders of Israel have 
sought peace in the Middle East; 

Whereas the United States and Israel enjoy 
a strategic partnership based on shared 
democratic values, friendship, and respect; 

Whereas the people of the United States 
share an affinity with the people of Israel 
and view Israel as a strong and trusted ally; 

Whereas Israel has made significant global 
contributions in the fields of science, medi-
cine, and technology; 

Whereas the Independence Day of Israel on 
the Jewish calendar coincides this year with 
April 24, 2007; and 

Whereas recognition of the numerous 
achievements of the people and the State of 
Israel is especially important in 2007 given 
the grave threats issued by, and the clear in-
tentions of, the Government of Iran: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the independence of the 

State of Israel as a significant event for pro-
viding refuge and a national homeland for 
the Jewish people; 

(2) strongly supports efforts to bring peace 
to the Middle East; 

(3) commends the bipartisan commitment 
of all Presidents and Congresses of the 
United States since 1948 that supported 
Israel and worked for the security and well- 
being of Israel; 

(4) congratulates the United States and 
Israel for strengthening their bilateral rela-
tions during 2006 in the fields of defense, di-

plomacy, and homeland security, and en-
courages both countries to continue their co-
operation in resolving mutual challenges; 
and 

(5) extends the best wishes of the Senate to 
the people of Israel as they celebrate the 
59th anniversary of the independence of the 
State of Israel. 

f 

MEASURE READ THE FIRST 
TIME—H.R. 493 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, H.R. 493 has 
been received from the House and is at 
the desk and due for its first reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 493) to prohibit discrimination 

on the basis of genetic information with re-
spect to health insurance and employment. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask for a 
second reading but object to my own 
request. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

f 

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, APRIL 30, 
2007 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask con-
sent that when the Senate completes 
its business today, it adjourn until 2:45 
p.m. on Monday, April 30; that on Mon-
day, following the prayer and the 
pledge, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, the morning hour be 
deemed to have expired, and the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day; that there then be 
a period of morning business until 4:15 
p.m., with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each; that 
at 4:15, the Senate proceed to the con-
sideration of Calendar No. 120, S. 1082, 
the FDA authorization bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, as I just in-
dicated in the consent approved, we 
will begin consideration of the FDA 
bill on Monday. In view of the consent 
being granted, I announce to both sides 
of the aisle that there will be no roll-
call votes on Monday. We will vote 
Tuesday prior to the conference recess. 
So there will be votes Tuesday morn-
ing, and everybody should plan accord-
ingly. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY, 
APRIL 30, 2007, AT 2:45 P.M. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if there is 
no further business today, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Senate stand 
adjourned under the previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 6 p.m., adjourned until Monday, 
April 30, 2007, at 2:45 p.m.  

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate April 26, 2007: 
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